May 15, 2025

To Whom it May Concern;

My name is Jordan Burks.  I am writing on behalf of Mary Huggill for the Legacy Scholarship.  I met Mary through the sport of freeride skiing.  I coached her for over 7 years (and her two older siblings).  Mary also minded my three children, on occasion, when they were younger.  

Mary is a unique person with diverse talents and interests.  This can be seen, to a degree, not only in the activities she has invested in, but also in her success.   

Among many qualities, Mary is personable, smart, disciplined, brave, conscientious, and loyal, and has good sense of humor.  She is also very coachable: she listens well, seems to learn fast, and is not afraid to seek clarification, or challenge her mentors, as necessary.  Best of all, Mary is a modest and grounded person.  Despite being talented, she does not seem inclined to broadcast her accomplishments the way many young people do.  

With respect to athletics, Mary has competed at a very high level in two very different sports: freeride skiing and soccer.  Each sport presents different challenges, and requires different athletic problem solving.  In freeride, Mary is mostly on her own; meaning she has coaching support, but she competes, as an individual, against her own team-mates and the members of other teams.  Also, unlike soccer, the outcome is not determined by objective criteria like time, or score.  Instead, Mary is evaluated by judges on the difficulty of the line she chooses, her technique, style, and freestyle maneuvers.  Freeride also involves fairly spontaneous decision-making in the face of high risk.  Competitions take place on ‘double black’ runs in dynamic snow conditions, weather, and visibility, and the athletes are expected to ski a variety of jumps and cliffs.   Soccer, on the other hand, takes place in a more static environment, and is truly a team sport.   Here, Mary must perform a specialized role and she succeeds or fails in concert with her team.  So, it has been key for Mary to gel with her team-mates and bend to different styles of play.  This season, Mary finished 2nd at the Junior Freeride Championship (North and South America) and will be invited to compete for Canada in the World Juniors in Austria in 2026.  This is a rare honor as the freeride circuit is very competitive and only 2 – 3 girls in Canada qualify each year.  In soccer, Mary’s team, the Calgary Rangers, were one of only two teams in Alberta to qualify for the Canadian Nationals.  Mary also was selected to the Vancouver Whitecaps development program where, for two years, she trained with a select group in Calgary and then played tournaments in Vancouver.   For 2026, Mary has been invited to play for the Vancouver Island University Mariners (also a rare achievement for someone from Canmore).  

It is noteworthy that, while skiing is a minimum commitment of eight months a year, soccer is almost year round.  So Mary has had to juggle considerable overlap between soccer and skiing, and she hasn’t been able to train or specialize to the same degree as her peers.  Canmore also does not have an elite female soccer team, so her dedication to soccer requires she travel most weeks to Calgary for training.   Her independence and perseverance are commendable, here, as she has only one other teammate from Canmore on her soccer team.  

Even given the time and energy she devotes to athletics, Mary still maintains top grades at school, and is engaged in community service.  Mary will graduate this spring with honors.  Mary also volunteers at Saint Michael’s Church helping to host dinners for those in need.  She has also coached youth soccer over the past three summers.  

Through her commitment to school and athletics (and being a member of different sports teams), Mary is at ease in novel situations, and meeting new people, and has been regularly exposed to different cultures.  Mary has participated in SALTS, out on the west coast (which draws students from around the world), and she participated in the WILD outdoor education class, where she learned backcountry and water safety.  

With respect to hobbies, Mary camps in the summer and backcountry skis in the winter, and is developing expertise in these environments.  She also enjoys drawing and painting.  

Mary is a deserving candidate for this scholarship.   As a young person, she already has a significant presence in her community.  In freeride, where I know her best, she has been a great role model and all the young girls look up to her.  I’m certain this will continue, and I expect her impact will only gain depth and breadth as she moves beyond high school, and stretches her wings.  

Thank you for considering Mary.   Please do not hesitate to contact me if you have questions regarding this letter.  


Sincerely, 


Jordan Burks, Ph.D.
403 609 0708












