Dear Flyin Ryan Adventure Scholarship Committee,

My name is Ajay Shenoy, and I am writing to you all today to recommend Aman Deshmukh for the Flyin Ryan Adventure Scholarship.

I met Aman for the first time in the intensive care unit at UCSF Benioff Children’s Hospital in Oakland, CA, very soon after acquiring his spinal cord injury at one of his high school’s track and field practices. I was immediately struck by his positive attitude and resilience. Despite being very early in his injury, I was pleasantly surprised by his genuine curiosity regarding how to manage various aspects of life post-injury. As an individual with spinal cord injury myself, I was happy to provide some insights and thoroughly enjoyed the conversation we had. 

Since then, it has been a joy watching Aman fully commit himself to his recovery efforts as well as try out a variety of adaptive sports. The therapists from his rehabilitation center informed me that he signed up for a variety of different recreational therapy programs, inspiring other patients, young and old, to join him on various adventures. These adventures included demoing off-road wheelchairs, swimming, rock climbing, scuba diving, and photography.

Furthermore, Aman’s grit and determination to keep moving forward extends beyond rehabilitation and adaptive sports. He has enrolled in a variety of academically rigorous courses, even passing an Advanced Placement test with flying colors while he was still in the hospital! He recently interviewed me, a wheelchair user driving with hand controls, to gather information for his passion project of designing an accessible vehicle. This is one significant way in which Aman wants to give back to the community that has carried him through adversity.

I know Aman would be a great ambassador for the Flyin Ryan Foundation as he truly embodies the Core Values upheld by the Flyin Ryan Foundation. He has my highest recommendation for the Flyin Ryan Adventure Scholarship.

Thank you for your time and consideration.

Sincerely,








Ajay Shenoy
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